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Offi cial: Man 
injured in crash 
of small plane 
‘doing fi ne’

Offi cials say a man who 
survived a small plane 
crash in the Southeast 
Texas Gulf Coast this 
week that killed his fl ight 
instructor suffered injuries 
that were not 
life-threatening.

Texas Department 
of Public Safety Sgt. 
Stephen Woodard told The 
Galveston County Daily 
News that the 38-year-
old man who survived the 
Tuesday evening crash 
near Galveston of the 
twin-engine plane is “doing 
fi ne.”

The injured man’s name 
has not been released. 
Sixty-nine-year-old Brian 
Arnott was found dead at 
the scene.

Woodward said offi cials 
found the plane about 
15-feet deep in a pond.

CHICAGO

HITCHCOCK

8-year-old refugee 
dies after arriving 
in US, was set to 
travel to Texas

Authorities are trying to 
determine what caused an 
8-year-old refugee from 
Congo to die not long after 
his arrival in Chicago.

WBBM-AM reports that 
the boy, identifi ed as David 
Dieme, arrived at O’Hare 
International Airport from 
Dubai on Tuesday with his 
father and several other 
children. The group was 
planning to fl y on to Texas 
when a U.S. Customs and 
Border Protection offi cer 
noticed that David was 
unresponsive.

Authorities say the boy 
was sick before boarding 
the fl ight to the United 
States. but that he reported 
no symptoms on the 
plane. He was examined by 
Centers of Disease Control 
and Prevention personnel 
before being taken to a 
hospital, where he was 
pronounced dead.

HOUSTON

Inmate who 
grabbed medical 
device as weapon 
shot by deputy

Authorities say a Harris 
County sheriff’s deputy 
has shot and wounded a 
county jail inmate who was 
at a Houston hospital for 
treatment.

Houston police 
spokesman Kese Smith 
says the prisoner fashioned 
a piece of metal from 
headphones given to 
patients and used it as 
a weapon to threaten a 
medical student. When he 
refused to drop the metal 
piece and said he intended 
to harm the student, the 
deputy working security 
on the hospital fl oor fi red, 
wounding the inmate twice 
in the chest.

Sheriff’s department 
offi cials identifi ed him as 
46-year-old Ricky Lynn 
Hall. He underwent surgery 
after the Thursday morning 
shooting at Ben Taub 
Hospital.

Got a news tip? The 
Monitor is always ready to 
listen. Call (956) 683-4444 
to point us in the right 
direction.

NEWS TIPS

VALLEY&STATE
CONTACT: Julie Silva, (956) 683-4439 | jsilva@themonitor.com
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Robot Wars

Contreras 
finishes 
tenure

Voting machines 
tested for accuracy

Second shooting suspect arrested 

BY FRANK GARZA
STAFF WRITER

It took several redesigns before 
the South Middle School team’s 
robot was ready for competition at 
the University of Texas Rio Grande 
Valley HESTEC Robotics Day.

A.J. Sotelo, one of the team mem-
bers, said the gear system — some-
thing that would al-
low the robot to move 
quickly — took the 
longest time to fi gure 
out.

“Most teams here 
don’t have a gear sys-
tem in their robot,” 
Sotelo said.

Because the robot-
ics competition tests 
the robots in four dif-
ferent areas, it was 
important that their 
system be adaptable. That is where 
the idea for an interchangeable sys-
tem came about, Sotelo said.

“The tracer competition requires 
the robot to go straight and not 
turn, so we found out a way to move 

BY MITCHELL FERMAN 
STAFF WRITER

Pharr Economic Devel-
opment Corporation Di-
rector Sergio Contreras
logs his fi nal 
day on Fri-
day before 
he moves on 
to lead the 
Rio Grande 
Valley Part-
nership, the 
r e g i o n a l 
chamber of 
commerce representing 
the entire Valley.

The EDC board and city’s 
initial plan was to call a 
special meeting to adver-
tise for the position and
potentially appoint an in-
terim director. A meeting 
was called the last week 
of September in which
the board voted to adver-
tise for the position, but it
didn’t appoint an interim.

STAFF REPORT

Carl Ferrer, the CEO of
Backpage.com, a notori-
ous adult website that gen-
erates millions of dollars
annually from its classi-
fi ed sex ads, was arrested
Thursday afternoon, ac-
cording to Texas Attorney 
General Ken Paxton, in an
effort to combat human 
traffi cking.

A news release from the 
attorney general states
the arrest is an attempt to

BY NAXIELY LOPEZ
STAFF WRITER

EDINBURG — Hidal-
go County’s voting ma-
chines are ready for the 
upcoming general elec-
tion after undergoing a 
logic and accuracy testing 
Thursday morning.

Staff at the Hidalgo
County Elections Depart-
ment tested the 702 voting 
machines that will be used
throughout the county’s 
34 sites and three mobile
locations in the upcoming
November election. 

Robotics teams compete during UTRGV’s HESTEC event

BY LORENZO 
ZAZUETA-CASTRO
STAFF WRITER

EDINBURG — Authori-
ties have arrested a second 
man in connection with a 
drug deal gone wrong in 
the parking lot of a drive-
thru outside of Donna last 
month, Hidalgo County 
Sheriff’s Of-
fi ce spokes-
man Sgt. J.P. 
R o d r i g u e z 
said.

Jesus Al-
berto Pa-
lacios, 33, 
of Donna, 
was booked 
into county jail Wednes-
day afternoon a couple of 
days after his alleged ac-
complice, Carlos Eduardo 
Aguilar, turned himself 
in after a warrant was is-
sued for his arrest, jail 
records show.

Aguilar, 20, of Alamo, 
and Palacios were sought 
in connection with an in-
cident on Sept. 20 that po-
lice say was an apparent 
drug-deal-turned-shooting 
at JD’s Drive-Thru Store in 
the 500 block of West Sioux 
Road near Donna.

Originally, the victim of 
the shooting, an unidenti-
fi ed man, claimed multiple 
people had robbed him, 
but later investigators de-
termined the shooting was 
a result of a drug deal gone 
wrong, offi cials said.

Aguilar is also wanted 
in two other Texas coun-
ties in connection with 
multiple crimes: posses-
sion of a deadly weapon 
in Karnes County, located 

between San Antonio and 
Corpus Christi, as well as 
assault of a public servant 
and two counts of posses-
sion of a deadly weapon in 
Medina County, west of San 
Antonio.

Aguilar, who in 2013 
pleaded guilty to assault 
of a public servant and 
served three years in state 
prison, is currently in cus-
tody at the county jail on a 
$100,000 bond, according 
to court records.

Palacios, who is sched-
uled to be arraigned Thurs-
day afternoon, has previ-
ously pleaded guilty to 
evading arrest and posses-
sion of marijuana charges, 
according to court records.

If convicted of the crimi-
nal attempted murder 
charge, a second-degree fel-
ony, the pair face between 
two and 20 years in prison. 

lzazueta@themonitor.com
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�Every time they send us 
pictures, I am blown away 
by their designs. I never 
would have considered 
designing it that way.”

Milton Hernandez 
event coordinator 

Nathan Lambrecht | nlambrecht@themonitor.com
Voting machines are stored in a warehouse April 5 at the Hidalgo 
County Election’s Offi ce Annex in Edinburg.

AJ Sotello of Edinburg South Middle School watches as his group’s robot performs 
Thursday in a weight-pulling event during The  University of  Texas Rio Grande 
Valley’s Hispanic Engineering, Science and Technology (HESTEC) robot competition 
at Jacob Brown Auditorium in Brownsville. At top, Scores of robotic creations sit in a 
holding area Thursday during HESTEC at Jacob Brown Auditorium in Brownsville. 
Photos by Jason Hoekema | The Brownsville Herald

Pharr EDC director 
position remains open



“We test every single ma-
chine that’s going to be used 
for the election,” said April 
Vargas, a senior fi eld service 
specialist. “Other coun-
ties in Texas, they only test 
a sample. We’re one of the 
only counties that test every 
single machine.”

The testing is conducted 
before every election. 

“We test the functional-
ity of it,” Vargas said about 
the machines. “We double 
check that the battery is not 
low, that the screen is not 
too dim — all of that great 
stuff.”

Staff also ensures the ma-
chines are “zeroed out” or 
that there are no votes cast 
on them before early voting 
begins. 

“We also have a zeros 
tape printed out the very 
fi rst day of early voting,” 
Vargas said. “So from now 
until that fi rst day of early 

voting we double check 
that there are zero votes.” 

Once tested and ap-
proved, the machines are 
placed in locked cages and 
then delivered to the poll-
ing sites via an Enterprise 
truck the Friday before ear-
ly voting begins. This year, 
early voting will run from 

Oct. 24 to Nov. 4. 
Vargas urged voters to 

cast a ballot early because 
voters can vote at any loca-
tion — unlike Election Day
when voters can only vote 
at their precincts. 

“It’s really important to 
go out to vote,” she said. “I 
know a lot people are kind 
of offset by the presidential 
nominees or whatnot, but 
it’s really important to go 
out and vote locally. That 
proposition (the healthcare 
district) is a big race, and
so are some of the city and 
school districts. They’re re-
ally big races this year.”

Nlopez@themonitor.com 

City Manager Juan 
Guerra said Thursday 
there won’t be an interim 
director and those at the 
EDC will report to a rep-
resentative from the city 
as needed, since the two 
entities have an interlocal 
agreement in place. 

The search has no spe-

cifi c timetable, but Guer-
ra acknowledged Sept. 22 
that it’s diffi cult to fi nd 
the right person for such 
a big position to replace 
Contreras. And, of course, 
it’s a big position for the 
city.

Contreras was making 
$151,000 annually.

mferman@
themonitor.com 

combat human traffi ck-
ing, which has been an 
issue in the Rio Grande 
Valley.

Edinburg authorities ar-
rested a couple in April 
when two underage girls 
living in their home ac-
cused them of forcing them 
into prostitution using a 
‘backpage’ account to set 
up meetings with 
custom-

ers in Edinburg and Mis-
sion. The girls told police 
they had lived with the 
couple three weeks and 
were picked up from their 
homes in Louisiana with-
out their parents’ consent. 
Investigators confi rmed the 
juveniles were being pro-
moted on backpage.com as 
escorts from March 28 
to April 3, 

in the McAllen area.
Ferrer, 55, was taken into 

custody on a California ar-
rest warrant after he arrived 
in Houston on a fl ight from 
Amsterdam, states the news 
release from Paxton’s offi ce. 
A lengthy joint investigation 
by the offi ces of the Texas 
and California attorneys 

general uncov-
ered evidence 

that adult 
and child 
sex traffi ck-
ing victims 
were forced 
into pros-
titution 

through escort ads that ap-
peared repeatedly on the 
Backpage  website.

“Making money off the 
backs of innocent human 
beings by allowing them to 
be exploited for modern-
day slavery is not acceptable 
in Texas,” Paxton said. “I in-
tend to use every resource 
my offi ce has to make sure 
those who profi t from the 
exploitation and traffi cking 
of persons are held account-
able to the fullest extent of 

the law.”
Nearly three 
dozen mem-
bers of the 
Texas At-
t o r n e y 
General’s 
Law En-

forcement 
Unit par-
ticipated in 
Ferrer’s ar-

rest and the 
execution of 

a search war-
rant on the Dal-

las headquarters 
of Backpage, which 

is considered the larg-
est advertiser of adult 
escort services in the 
United States.
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move the wheels in a way 
that it wouldn’t swerve,” So-
telo said.

Under the direction of 
their robotics sponsor, Tim-
othy Do, Sotelo and team-
mates Jayden Rodriguez, 
Ryan Galvan, Diego Cortez 
and Brian Rodriguez felt 
more than ready to go and 
win.

The team has had previ-
ous experience attending 
other robotics competitions, 
they said.

The Roma High School 
team also has attended 
other competitions but, 
unlike some of the other 
62 competitors, it had less 
than three weeks to build its 
robot.

“We had to put a lot of our 
free time into it and spend 

hours after school to get it 
completed,” said Eleazar 
Serna, team member.

The group fi nished the 
robot in one week, spending 
the rest of the days leading 
up to the competition fi ne-
tuning its performance.

“Basically, we tried to 
make it equally good for all 
courses,” Serna said. “We 
all put in an equal amount 
of effort, and everyone did 
their part.”

The competition was set 
up in a “quadrathon” format, 
so that four teams would 
compete at once, said Mil-
ton Hernandez, the event 
coordinator.

The students competing 
are sixth-graders to high 
school seniors, Hernandez 
said.

“Every time they send us 
pictures, I am blown away by 
their designs. I never would 

have considered design-
ing it that way,” Hernandez 
said. “Some of these kids 
have never ever touched 
robotics.”

fgarza@
brownsvilleherald.com
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AUSTIN — A Texas du-
plex home has fi nally 
been moved after it was 
stuck in the middle of a 
South Austin street.

The house stuck on a 
fl atbed truck trailer in the 
middle of East Live Oak 
Street in southern Austin 
on Monday after it proved 
to be a bit too wide for 
the road. The roof and 

part of the home’s side 
became wedged between 
tree branches. The mov-
ing company spent hours 
attempting to cut through 
the foliage and free it, 
but couldn’t.

It was moved overnight 
late Wednesday night and 
early Thursday morning, 
even getting stuck briefl y 
in Buda before continu-
ing its 30-mile trip to a lot 
in Lockhart.

BY RICK KELLEY
STAFF WRITER

HARLINGEN — The La-
guna Atascosa National 
Wildlife Refuge is offer-
ing free entry to all visi-
tors during its annual 
“Refuge Week” from Oct. 9 
through 15.

Visitors will be able to ob-
serve migrating birds and 
waterfowl at the refuge’s 
freshwater lakes, as well as 
other birds in the Tamauli-
pan thorn scrub on the ref-
uge’s acreage.

There’s always a possibil-
ity of spotting one of the ref-
uge’s 15 or so ocelots.

“Basically, we’re just tying 
to make people aware ref-
uges exist in the Valley, and 
that we’re here for wildlife, 

but also here for people,” 
Marion Mason, a ranger 
at Laguna Atascosa NWR, 
said.

The popular Habitat 
Tours on the Bayside Drive 
will begin as the kick-off to 
National Wildlife Refuge 
Week on Oct. 9. 

For the remainder of 
October, Habitat Tours in 
the shuttle bus are sched-
uled on Sundays from 
1 to  3 p.m. Tickets are 
$4 for adults, $3 for se-
niors and free for people 
under 16.

Reservations are recom-
mended since the shuttle 
bus has limited space. For 
more information contact 
the refuge at (956) 748-3607 
ext. 111, or visit the refuge’s 
website www.fws.gov/ref-
uge/laguna_atascosa. 

People also are encour-
aged to join the refuge’s Pol-
linator Celebration and take 
photos of native pollinators 
and enter them into the 
iNaturalist app, available on 
a free download.

Pollinator day is a state-
wide effort that Mason calls 
a citizen/science awareness 
effort.

“A lot of our pollinators 
are having issues, being 
killed off by pesticides and 
what not,” Mason said. 
“They’re very important to 

people because they pol-
linate the food that we eat 
and all the plants out there.”

The Pollinator Day effort
will upload the informa-
tion collected by all partici-
pants and the data will be
gathered up by state biolo-
gists. The idea is to fi nd out
what pollinators are here
in Texas, and what their 
populations are in specifi c
locations.

“Everything from bees 
to butterfl ies, moths and 
hummingbirds and back,”
Mason said.

For more information 
visitors may attend Pol-
linator Day on Oct. 8 from
8 a.m. to 4 p.m. at the refuge 
visitor center.

rkelley@valleystar.com

Laguna Atascosa Visitors don’t have 
to pay during Refuge Week Oct. 9-15

Visit the Laguna 
Atascosa National 
Wildlife Refuge 
website.
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Colorful 
river

A river barge 
glides along 

the River Walk, 
Wednesday in 
San Antonio. 

Temperatures 
in south Texas 

continue to top 
the 90 degree 

mark. 
Eric Gay | 

The Associated 
Press

See what 
the weather 
will be 
like this 
weekend in 
your area.
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Jason Hoekema | The Brownsville Herald
Robots compete in a drag-race, Thursday during the Hispanic 
Engineering, Science and Technology (HESTEC) robot 
competition at Jacob Brown Auditorium in Brownsville.

House moved after a week 
stuck on a South Austin street


